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Abstract: Although the quality of water resources has been a major focus of research in Michigan and 
has resulted in knowledge concerning land use and water quality interactions, less emphasis has focused 
on water quantity issues. Recently, much attention has focused on groundwater, particularly with regards 
to water withdrawals in areas that are susceptible to dewatering and lowering the aquifer or surface-water 
body. While research on surface water and groundwater has shown their direct connectivity, these 
interactions are often not considered in water resources management and policy. New models are being 
developed to help illustrate the effects of water withdrawals in various aquifers and quantify the amounts 
of water available, but this information needs to be integrated into outreach materials to assist managers 
and policy makers in the decision making process concerning water uses and ultimately legislatively 
controlling water resources. Through the compilation and integration of data and information from past, 
ongoing and proposed water-related studies, hydrologic principles, water use, availability and quantity 
will be made accessible to legislators and policy makers, local, state and federal agencies and the 
nonscientific community.
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